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M.L.T.'s recently established Energy Initiative includes a strong interdisciplinary educational component.
Including broader aspects of the environment and sustainability represents a further challenge for
educators. Green Chemistry will be discussed as a unifying theme for addressing these issues.
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Increasing awareness of the perils of climate change resulting from greenhouse gas emissions, as well as
the rapidly escalating price of petroleum products, have created strong interest in biofuels derived from
agricultural products such as corn, soy, or rice. Recent analyses indicate that an increased reliance on
biofuels may contribute to a global food crisis and even add to, rather than alleviate, global warming.
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